THE   FINAL   EXILE                                         479

arrived in Dublin was kept waiting two months, at a time when there
was a great shortage of officers, before he could obtain a commission.
He says that the English and French officers were so unacceptable to
the men that they had to be carried on the regimental books as
supernumeraries (or "reformadoes" as they were called), and he
reveals his own slight influence over his men in his account of the
Battle of the Boyne:

Looking about I wondered what madness possessed our men to
run so violently, nobody pursuing them. What few men I saw I
called to, no commands being of force, begging them to stand
together and repair to their colours.

As late as October 1689 Avaux wrote:

There is neither order nor discipline in the army, soldiers draw
their swords against their officers; officers of the advanced guard
when we were a league and a half from Schomberg were found
every night asleep on the straw and their horses unsaddled and
unbridled; plenty of complaints have been made to the King but he
merely says it is very bad.

When James landed from France he had the money to pay the army
and to remove all excuse for free quarter and pillage, but, in a spirit of
pure parsimony, he kept the money in his hands; nor was there a con-
certed effort to form the companies into regiments and to give every
officer and man a definite status; the army remained for months an
amorphous body of indefinite numbers, and as long as there was un-
certainty whether a particular man was a soldier or not there could be
no progress in discipline. The arms which James brought with him
also remained for a long time undistributed to the troops, and Avaux
reported as late as September 10 that munitions which were absolutely
necessary for the army which was facing Schomberg were lying in store
at Athlone, Limerick and Cork, and that there were 8000 pike-heads at
Dublin which had not been fitted with shafts. Moreover, the constant
desertions and the negligence of the officers and their ignorance of their
duties resulted in a very serious depletion of the stock of muskets; the
deserters took their muskets with them, whether they deserted in a
body or as individuals, and formed themselves into bands of rapparees;
the soldiers who remained with their regiments were entirely unused to
firearms, and they were not taught to handle their muskets or punished
for damaging them. Among the ttbops which were besieging Deny in
May not one man in ten had a serviceable musket, and two months
later an official return showed in the same force 2770 muskets out of